Tents: Not as simple as you think!


Years ago a tent was a piece of canvas stretched over some wood poles held down by wood pins.  Now they are made of various modern fibers, have aluminum poles, and pins.  Yea, but what is a tent?  For some of us it is a home and a safe place to sleep.  Just ask the Philmont crew who spent about 15 nights in tents recently.  It’s more than cloth thrown over some poles.  It is a piece of equipment to be understood and cared for.

T1000’s older tents are the two-man Eureka Timberline with vestibule.  These are a very sturdy 8 lb tent.  We have some that have held up to adverse conditions of storms, snow and high winds for years.  They can easily be broken down to loads of 4 lbs each for backpacking, and due to this and their study nature we have found them to be great tents.  We later moved (7 new tents) to the Eureka Timberline Outfitter, same general tent except much stronger material and zippers thus giving us a longer useful life.  The new ones weight 8 ½ lbs and cost a little more but are well worth the change.

Regardless of the tent – canvas or nylon or poly-whatever, the same rules apply.  The rules are based on common sense and experience.
1. NEVER have an open flame in a tent.  We don’t need melted nylon all over some 11 year old.  Mommies don’t like that and me (as the safety guy) will go ballistic. 


2. NEVER allow food or drink (non pure water) into the tent.  No chemicals or perfumes (medication, soap, tooth paste, deodorant, etc) – the residue will be an open invitation to unwanted night guests from fire ants to black bears.  One kind is very uncomfortable and the other critter is very dangerous, so NO SMELLABLES what so ever.


3. NEVER wear your shoes into your tent!  Shoes will tear the floor.


4. NEVER have sharp objects in the tent (knives, rocks, packs, etc).  They all WILL tear the tent.  And the tent will tear just before the storm and the camper will have a real bad night.  Leave your pack out side of the tent (yea, outside of the vegetable to) and keep your gear in it.  I would say use it like a closet, but I have raised teenagers and know that the intent of a closet is not understood by most of our Scouts.


5. NEVER pack a tent away for more than a few days if it is damp.  Dry it out well.  Hang it in the garage for a few days and turn it inside out.  NEVER store it on the garage floor, the chemicals from the concrete will leach out and damage the tent fibers (same for packs and other gear).  The worst thing you can do to tents is pack them away for any period of time when they are wet.


6. Always keep the doors zipped shut unless you’re in the door.  Bugs and snakes like to explore, don’t give them a chance to spend the night with you.


7. If the tent is dirty spray with your garden hoses (especially the zippers) and hang up to dry well (days).  If pure cool water from your hose doesn’t do it, use only mild soap and rinse it very well.  Remember, no odors.  Harsh cleaning solutions tend to damage the fiber, leave smells, and just not leave the desired results.  When in doubt see the QM, or SM.


8. When packing we **FOLD** the tents and insert them into the bag rather than stuffing them in.  Folding has been determined to cause less wear and tear to tent material due to decreased numbers of large and micro-creases that occur when a tent is stuffed into a bag.  

So you see, there is more to tents than throwing a piece of canvas over some poles.
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** Previously the logic of stuffing a tent vs. folding a tent was that folding caused a crease in the same location over and over, which would lead to material breakdown. Research shows that a tent is rarely folded in the same location every time, but when stuffing a tent, micro-crease occur in the same areas more often.  Just as sailors have learned to increase the life of sails by folding vs. stuffing them into bags, we are learning to care for our tents in the same caring manner.
